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LifeLab

LD 150, South Lab and Path block, University Hospital Southampton

Tremona Rd, Southampton, SO16 6YD

023 2180 8979

Study Title: Does the LifeLab programme have a measureable impact on science results
Researchers: The LifeLab Team


Ethics number: 41613
Dear Parent/Carer,
Your child’s school has previously participated in the LifeLab project. We are currently analysing the data and a summary of the results will be provided by the end of this school year; a summary of a previous project is available upon request (lifelab@soton.ac.uk).

As part of the normal science teaching in schools, children have different experiences and we are interested in understanding whether different approaches to teaching science can have measurable effects on the engagement of children with science lessons. We want to find out whether the LifeLab module or standard science teaching engaged children more with science. To do this, we want to compare data from children who took part in LifeLab with children who had normal science teaching.
In order to assess this, we would like to collect attainment data.

We would like to collect:

· Key Stage 2 results (English, Maths and Science); so we can adjust for the starting point of each child.

· GCSE Science grade/score

· GCSE Science question level scores – whilst the LifeLab teaching won’t necessarily affect overall GCSE science grade, looking specifically at the health-related questions will enable us to assess the effect of the LifeLab programme

· Destination information – knowing the next steps the students took will allow us to assess the effect of the LifeLab programme

Will my child’s participation be confidential?

Each child will be assigned an ID number and we will not be recording your child’s name or personal information, simply their results data, postcode and gender. 
Data will be stored on a trusted third-party database in accordance with Data Protection Law. The data controller for the purposes of Data Protection Law is the University of Southampton. If you would like further information about the University’s compliance with Data Protection Law, please see the University’s Data Protection Policy (https://www.southampton.ac.uk/assets/sharepoint/intranet/ls/Public/dppolicy.pdf). Enquiries about the use of your data in the context of LifeLab should be addressed to lifelab@soton.ac.uk.

What happens if I change my mind?

Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw the participation of your child at any time by emailing lifelab@soton.ac.uk.

If you are happy for your child’s data to be included in this research project, you do not need to do anything further. 
If you do not want your child’s data to be included, please complete the opt-out form (attached) and return to school, or photo/scan and return to LifeLab (lifelab@soton.ac.uk).

Alternatively register this opt-out here: https://www.isurvey.soton.ac.uk/27920
Please complete the opt-out process by 20/7/2018.
After this date, you may withdraw your child’s data by emailing lifelab@soton.ac.uk.
LifeLab is sponsored by the University of Southampton and University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. If you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to speak to one of the following researchers:

Professor Marcus Grace


Dr Kathryn Woods-Townsend



Tel: 023 8059 3213


Tel: 023 8120 8979




M.M.Grace@soton.ac.uk 

k.woods-townsend@soton.ac.uk
If you have any concerns, please contact the Head of Research Governance by calling 023 8059 5058 or via email at rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk
OPT-OUT FORM 
For completion by parent/Carer
This information will be used to match your consent to your child’s data and will then be deleted
	School Name:
	

	Child’s first name::


	Child’s surname:


I give consent to allow the school to share my child’s data:












YES        


NO
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Key Stage 2 attainment data (Maths, English, Science) 
· GCSE Science grade



· GCSE Science question level data
· Destination information

___________________
_______________________

_______________

Name of Parent/Carer
Signature

Date
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